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foreword

introduction

STEP ONE assess community support

task a  determine the planning area

task b  determine if the community is ready to begin the planning process

task c  remove roadblocks

STEP TWO build the planning team

task a  create the planning team

task b  obtain official recognition for the planning team

task c  organize the team

STEP THREE engage the public

task a  identify the public

task b  organize public participation activities

task c  develop a public education campaign

afterword

appendix a  glossary

appendix b  library

appendix c  worksheet

appendix d  example questionnaire
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STATE AND LOCAL MITIGATION PLANNING how-to guide: Getting Started

the
hazard

mitigation
planning
process

Hazard mitigation planning is the
process of determining how to re-
duce or eliminate the loss of life and
property damage resulting from
natural and human-caused hazards.
Four basic phases are described for
the hazard mitigation planning pro-
cess as shown in this diagram.

For illustration purposes, this dia-
gram portrays a process that ap-
pears to proceed sequentially. How-
ever, the mitigation planning process
is rarely a linear process. It is not
unusual that ideas developed while
assessing risks should need revi-
sion and additional information while
developing the mitigation plan, or
that implementing the plan may re-
sult in new goals or additional risk
assessment.
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